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Abstract:

Background & aim: Spatial distribution of cancer is one of the powerful tools in epidemiology of
cancer. The present study is designed to understand the geographical distribution of most frequent
types of cancer in K&B province.

Methods: All registered cases of cancer are reviewed and duplicate cases were removed. The
data was analyzed using Arcgis software.

Results: Of all registered cases, 1273 remained for analysis of which 57% were residences of
urban areas. The mean age of the patients were 55.5 (£19.7) year. The average incidence rate for
the study period was 68.2 x 100000. Cities including Sisakht, Yasuj and Dehdsasht were shown to
have highest incidence rates among the urban areas. Dena, Sepidar and Kohmare Khaleghi had
the highest rates among the rural areas in the province. Skin cancer was the most common type of
cancer which had the highest rates of incidence in Sisakht and Dehdasht and Dena and Sepidar
among urban and rural areas respectively.

Conclusion: The distribution of cancer was not even in the province. Attitude and consumption of
wild and regional plants are introduced as the potential risk factors for such a spatial distribution of
the common cancers | the province. The results of this study could be used for further analytical
studies to understand the regional etiology of cancer in the province. The high incidence of skin
cancer in Sisakht can be attributed to the higher altitude of the city. The higher incidence of
stomach cancer can also be attributed to the preference of residences in consuming wild plants
and herbal remedies.
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